Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - General Meeting

Monday June 16, 2008

Canoas Banquet Hall

18136 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335

I. Call to Order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.
II. Pledge of Allegiance was led by Mr. Bogart.
III. Roll Call 

A. Present at the meeting were Peter Hankwitz, Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Garth Carlson, Kimberly Hill, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin, Anna Measles, D.J. Frank, Maria Hernandez.

B. Absent were Ann Kinzle, Dara Laski, Norma Jean Mijangos, David Alvarez.

C. There were 11 in attendance and 4 absent.  Quorum present.

IV. Introduction of City Employees and other visitors.

A. Dennis Bogart, Councilman Zine’s Office.

B. Grayce Liu, Project Coordinator for DONE

V. Review and Approval of Minutes from:  RNC Executive Meeting April 17, 2008; RNC Executive Meeting April 29, 2008; General Meeting May 5, 2008; RNC Executive Meeting May 15, 2008; RNC General Meeting June 2, 2008 and RNC Executive Meeting June 12, 2008.
Executive Meeting April 17, 2008, Executive Meeting April 29, 2008, General Meeting May 5, 2008, RNC Executive Meeting May 15, 2008,

Minutes approved by unanimous vote.

Tabled until next meeting:  General meeting: June 2, 2008, RNC Executive Meeting June 12, 2008.

VI. Public Comment and Announcements  (Speaker Cards are requested.) (2 mins. each)
A. Jim Luis, owner of The Anchor, Reseda Chamber of Commerce Board of Directors, RNC Economic Development Committee. 

He thanked everyone that made a phone call regarding the Dodge Dealer, and  

Councilman Zine’s office for helping resolve the problem.

B. Andy Mars - Office McGee, Lead Officer for Southern area of Reseda stated the owner is looking to demolish the entire structure.

C. Anna Measles - Talked to Time Warner and asked to change general meeting information on Public Access.  

RNC Council received President’s Volunteer Service Award for being the outstanding Neighborhood Council.  Awards were passed out to Garth Carlson, Lee Smith, Sami Dahli, and Phil Merlin.

Ann Kinzle, Dara Laski, Mike Volante were absent, but also received awards. 

Peter Hankwitz - Read the wording on the Volunteer Service Award.

Bobby Khodayari - Spoke regarding zoning problem in his neighborhood and what the city could do about it.

VII. City of Los Angeles Department of Public Works:  Presentation by Commissioner Cardenas.  Overview of the Department, including question and answer. (15 mins.)
A. Ernesto Cardenas:

Presentation about his position and the extensive purview of Public Works.  After his overview/presentation the commissioner answered questions from the board and public.

VIII. RNC Officers – Action and General Reports

(a) Peter Hankwitz, Chairman:  General Report - No report.

(b) Faye Nia, Vice Chair:  General Report - No report.

(c) Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report, plus Finance Committee Report.  

i. Discussion and consideration of returning unspent, approved, and allocated funds to the Reseda Neighborhood Council general budget, within the related committee and/or other line item categories.        Item (c)(i) tabled until next meeting in July.

ii. Finance Committee approved funds for Reseda Pride Day.

iii. Total Available funds.

1. General Account $80,996.20

2. RNC Petty Cash - $1,039.69

3. RNC Stored Value Care - $1,052.29

4. Total $83,088.18.

5. Currently $52,727.48 for projects leaving an available balance of $30,360.70.

iv.
July 1, 2008 starts new fiscal year.

(d) Cary Iaccino, Secretary:  General report, plus:

i. Board Member Surveys and the Stakeholder Surveys: Complete and return to the Secretary as soon as possible.

Passed out a summary of the Stakeholder Surveys.  100 surveys needs to be completed by June 30, 2008.

IX. RNC Committees – Action and General Reports

(a) Planning & Zoning Committee (D.J. Frank, Chair):
i. General Report

ii. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “The Reseda Neighborhood Council supports New Horizons in their intention to purchase 4 homes in the Reseda area to be used as group homes and requests the CRA provide funding for that purpose, and shall issue such support in writing to New Horizons.”  Request for RNC support by New Horizons to purchase 4 homes using CRA funds.  These homes will be refurbished and used as group homes by New Horizons.
Motion was passed by unanimous vote.

iii. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “The Reseda Neighborhood Council disapproves of the request for a zone variance, the construction of an 813 SQFT addition to a 720 SQFT Accessory Living Quarters (ALQ) and conversion of ALQ to a second dwelling unit on a 10,902 SQFT R1-1 zoned lot, and shall issue such disapproval in writing to the Applicant in this matter and any relevant city offices.”  6920 N. Yolanda - - Request to allow the construction of an 813 SQFT addition to a 720 SQFT Accessory Living Quarters (ALQ) and conversion of ALQ to a second dwelling unit on a 10,902 SQFT R1-1 zoned lot. Case # ZA 2007-433(ZV)
Motion was passed with 10 yeas, 1 abstention.

iv. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “The Reseda Neighborhood council disapproves the Request to change zone from RA-1 to RD1.5, and construct 7 single family homes with attached 2 car garages on an 11,660 SQFT lot, and shall issue such disapproval in writing to the applicant and any relevant city offices.”  19420 Wyandotte - - Request to change zone from RA-1 to RD1.5, and construct 7 single family homes with attached 2 car garages on an 11,660 SQFT lot. Case # APCSV 2008-1588 ZC
Motion passed with 10 yeas, 1 abstention.

(b) Constitution and By-laws Committee (Faye Nia, Chair): 

i. General report. - Nothing to report.

(c) Selection Committee (ad hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair):

i. General Report - There are 9 fully functioning committees.

ii. Introduction of New Committee Members:  Request Stakeholders to join Committees.

(d) Outreach / Public Relations Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair): 

i. General Report - L.A. Neighborhood Housing Services stated there were over 300 who volunteered for Pride Day fixing up five houses.  Also a bridge was painted with the extra paint that was left over.
ii. A mural was dedicated to John R. Wooden.

iii. July 4, 2008 Councilman Zine is holding annual extravaganza at Warner Center Park.

iv. Newsletter - Input is appreciated from the community and Board Members.  Presented an electronic newsletter.

v. Note to Committee Chairs, please plan meeting schedule for July and August and let Garth know ASAP in order to include in newsletter.

vi. Committee did not have a quorum, so no report.

vii. South Valley Election Alliance had meeting - six neighborhood councils are working together to start promoting all the neighborhood councils.  Next meeting Monday June 23, 2008 7:30 p.m. at RNC office. 

viii. Peter Hankwitz publicly commended Mr. Carlson and his committee for the outreach efforts that were executed on behalf of the RNC Pride Day on June 14, 2008 in Reseda.  Wonderful letters and commendations were received from CRA and L.A. Neighborhood Housing Services.

Councilman Dennis Zine’s Office presented a Certificate of Appreciation.
(e) Senior Advocacy Committee (Kimberly Hill, Chair):
i. General Report - Nothing new to report.
(f) Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair):
i. General Report  - No report.

X. Discussion and consideration of Motion for Reconsideration (made by Anna Measles, seconded by Ann Kinzle) to place on the next General meeting agenda the reconsideration of the prior Action taken regarding the purchase of a Mac laptop computer with publishing software not to exceed $2,000.
(a) This process for a ‘Motion for Reconsideration’ was undertaken improperly.  Therefore, any related debate and action is disallowed.  Though placement of this Motion for Reconsideration on the next General Meeting agenda was approved by the Board at the General Meeting on June 2, 2008, there was no submission of a “[Proposed] Action should the motion to reconsider be approved”; and the Secretary received no prior “memorandum identifying the matter to be reconsidered and a brief description of the reason(s) for requesting reconsideration.” (See ‘Process for Reconsideration’ specified on the first page of each agenda prepared and publicly posted by the RNC and its committees.) 

Peter Hankwitz - Motion was disallowed, and cannot be reconsidered.

(b) Chairman’s clarifying statement regarding subject matter.  RNC has design software on computer in office.

XI. Unfinished Business 

None

XII. New Business

Peter Hankwitz 

A.
Received thank you letter dated May 7, 2008 from West Valley Regional Branch of Los Angeles Public Library thanking Council for gift of $497.65 worth of Travel DVD’s.

B. Meeting of Neighborhood Council Presidents July 2, 2008 at Councilman Zine’s Office.  Email any points to be raised to phankwitz@resedacouncil.org.

C. Anna Measles  - Spoke regarding a conference on earthquakes

XIII. General Event and Other Announcements.

XIV. Adjournment at 8:55 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker
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