 Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - General Meeting

Tuesday April 21, 2008

Canoas Banquet Hall

18136 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335

I. Call to order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:02 pm.

II. Pledge of Allegiance - None as there was no flag present.

III. Roll Call.

A.
Present at the meeting were Peter Hankwitz, Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, Garth Carlson, Maria Hernandez, Kimberly Hill, Ann Kinzle, Phil Merlin, Norma Jean Mijangos, D.J. Frank.

B. Absent were David Alvarez, Dara Laski, and Andy Mars.

C. There were 12 in attendance and 3 absent. Quorum present

IV. Introduction of City Employees and other visitors

1.
Ken Sherman, Candidate in State Assembly 40th District.

2. Bill Larsen, City Attorney’s Office, City Wide Nuisance Abatement Program. 

3. Grayce Liu, Project Coordinator for DONE.

4. Dennis Bogard, Councilman Zine’s Office.

V. Review and possible approval of Minutes:  RNC General Meeting March 17, 2008, RNC Board General Meeting April 7, 2008, and RNC Executive Meeting April 17, 2008.

Minutes were tabled until next meeting.

VI.
Public Comment and Announcements (Speaker Cards are requested).

Grayce Liu -

- Board Self Assessments and Stakeholder Self Assessment are due June 30, 2008.  


- South Valley Luncheon Committee on April 28, 2008.


- South Los Angeles Conference May 17, 2008.


- Board Training in North Valley on May 31, 2008.


- June 13, 2008 is last day to submit funding requests to the Funding Department.


Rochelle Ashley, New Horizons


- Introduced New Horizons in the San Fernando Valley and North Hills area.


- Requested placement on next agenda to do a presentation.


- Invitation to New Horizons in North Hills to see what they do, and their work.


Susan Fitzcar


- Suggested after setting date sending invitations through email.  

Ken Sherman presented speaker card.  Running for State Assembly 40th District in Republican Primary.

Officer Royal Barber , L.A. P.D. introduced himself.  He can be reached as (818) 374-7639.

VII.
RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A.
Peter Hankwitz, Chairman. 





          1.  Potential formation of ad hoc subcommittee (under Outreach/Public Relations) responsible specifically for the web site, publication of the monthly RNC newsletter, and other public bulletin (as requested by the Board); subcommittee name to be determined.       

Asking for anyone in the pubic or on the council who wants to help with the website to see Garth Carlson or Peter Hankwitz. 

B.
Faye Nia, Vice Chair:

1. No report given.
C.
Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.

Total available funds.

1. General Account - $84,516.45

2. RNC Pretty Cash - $991.76

3. RNC Stored Value Care - $1,059.79

4. Total $86,568.00

5. Currently $40,832.11 for projects leaving an available balance of $45,735.89.

6. Monies spent since last meeting Planning & Zoning $172.00; Secretary Service $250.00; Telephone $85.00; Office Supplies $47.00; La Tortilla $80.00, Board Meeting Polo Shirts $381.00; Town Hall Meeting $256.00; Water $6.14 for a grand total of $1,280.96.

7. Held regular monthly meeting - four funding requests were found to be within the budget on Agenda 8C2, C3, C4, C5.

8. Budget requests due June 13, 2008 for 2008-2009.  

D.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary: General report.
1. Agenda/Flyer Posting Volunteers - THANK YOU! Still seeking volunteers (Board members first) to post one location each.         

- Volunteers are still invited to participate with the posting.                   -Board Members Stakeholder Surveys need to be filled out.

2. Board Member Surveys and the Stakeholder Surveys; Complete and return to Norma Jean Mijangos or myself as soon as possible.      

VIII.
RNC Committees - Action and General Reports.

A.
Constitution and By-laws  (Faye Nia) General report.

1.  Constitution and By-laws Committee are in the process of reviewing the By-laws looking for areas to draft amendments or additions to clarify issues.

B. Selection Committee (ad Hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair);

1.  General Report - She is very pleased to let everybody in Reseda know that they are doing well with Committees, Senior Advocacy, Youth Advocacy, Planning & Zoning, Outreach Committees are well populated.  Liaison Committee needs another member - see Cary Iaccino.

2.
Introduction of New Committee Members: Request Stakeholders to join Committees.  -      


    None of the new confirmed members are present for certificates to be presented.

C. Outreach / Public Relations (Garth Carlson)

1. General Report. -  





   Garth Carlson  - Reseda Neighbor Pride Day June 14, 2008,  - - Crebs Avenue north of Vanowen is area selected.  There will be a working block party where 5-7 homes will be picked to be painted and cleaned up.  LA Housing Service and CRA are working with RNA.  An insert will be placed in the RNC newsletter to help get the word out.  Requested help from the public welcomed.  



                

- RNC received 15 bids for envelopes with RNC logo.                  - Committee decided not to have a booth at the Salute to Recreation in Northridge Park 

Anna Measles requested school events to be put in the newsletters.  

2. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: ”That the RNC shall allocate funding for mailing and supplies for flyers to publicize the unveiling of new signs for Reseda Ranch not to exceed $400.00  






 Motion passed with 9 yeas, 2 abstentions.

3. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “That the RNC shall allocate funding for the purchase of RNC Newsletter display rack (100 single tier and 30 double tier) with the RNC Logo and name on them, pending receipt of 3 bids, not to exceed $1,200.00 






  Motion passed with 10 yeas, 1 abstention

4. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “That the RNC shall allocate funding to purchase a table cover with RNC name and logo, pending receipt of 3 estimates, not to exceed $300.00.  Motion passed with 10 yeas, 1 abstention.

5. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “That the RNC shall allocate funding to purchase 1000 Forever stamps before the price increase on May 12, 2008, not to exceed $420.00
Motion passed with 10 yeas, 1 abstention.

D.
Planning and Zoning (D.J. Frank)

1. General Report. - Had Planning & Zoning Meeting, 3 presentations were made.

2. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “The Reseda Neighborhood Council shall issue a communication approving the zone change from R1-1 to RD3-1, the zoning variance to allow side and rear yard clearance reductions and the construction of 7 single family homes” [1] Request for Zone Change. Zone Variances, Project Approval 18913 Gault - Zone Change from R1-1 to RD3-1.  Zoning Variance to reduce side and rear yard clearances.  Construction of 7 single-family small lot houses.  Case #APCSV 2008 0076 ZC-ZV-ZAA

Motion passed with 11 yeas, 1 abstention

3. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council shall issue a communication approving the zone change from C4-1VL and P-1VL to C4-1VL, the construction of Long’s Drugs and other retail space, conditional use approval for Long’s Drugs to operate 24 hours and sell liquor, and the requested deviation from LAMC section 12.22 A.23.” [2] Request for Zoning Change, Conditional Use approval, Project approval.  19701-19801 Vanowen -- Zone change from C4-1VL and P-1VL to C4-1VL. C.U. approval for liquor sales for Long’s Drugs, C.U. approval to deviate from LAMC section 12.22A.23 (Mini-Shopping Center Regulations).  Construction of Long’s Drugs, and other retail space.  Case #ZA2008-343 ZC CUB CU SPR Motion passed with 11 yeas, 1 abstention

4. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council shall issue a communication approving the zone change from [Q] R2-2D-CDO to [Q}RAS3-2D-CDO), the demolishing of all existing structures, and the construction of a new 8 unit apartment building.”  (3) Request for a zone change, Project Approval. 7112 N. Baird -- Zone Change from [Q]R2-2D-CDO to [Q] RAS3-2D-CDO.  Demolish two existing units; construct new 8-unit multiple family dwelling.  Case #APCSV-2008-500-ZC.  


Motion passed with 11 yeas, 1 abstention. 

E.
Senior Advocacy Committee (Kimberly Hill, Chair):

1.
General Report - Meeting Wednesday at 3:00.  Nothing new to report.

F.
Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair):



1.
General Report. - Absent.

IX.
Discussion of Proposed Palm Tree Lighting Repair on Sherman Way Center Median:  According to the adopted RNC committee guidelines, a committee cannot function with fewer than three (3) members.  Since the Economic Development committee chairperson is presently its sole member, a prior Motion related to this issue was declared invalid, and disallowed.  For RNC consideration of this matter, a motion must be introduced and seconded by individual members of the Board, or recommended to the Board by a functioning committee.  [Note: According to the Economic Development Committee Chair, a prior ‘Request For Proposal’ (RFP) from the Reseda Chamber of Commerce to three (3) contractors yielded a single written reply, dated August 9, 2007, that the total cost to “restore the Palm tree lighting” would be $15,875; the RNC has yet issued no RFP in reference to this matter.]


Ann Kinzle - There is going to be a committee of four by next week.  

Mr. Bogard confirmed that the Councilman wants to see at least three bids before allocating money for this project.



Item to be put back on agenda.

X.
Discussion and consideration of funding for RNC website, redesign, reformatting and updating.  Cary Iaccino, Outreach Committee member.

Motion by Cary Iaccino second by D.J. Frank “That the RNC shall allocate funding for website redesign, reformat, and monthly maintenance as necessary not to exceed $8,000.00, and pending the receipt of four bids.”
Amendment to the Motion by Phil Merlin “That allow bidding to go forward with research on it instead of approving the dollar amount.”  No second - Amendment is denied.

Amendment to Motion by Cary Iaccino “This Motion be subject to the Finance Committee’s Approval.” 

Motion passed with 10 yeas, 2 abstentions.

XI.
Discussion and consideration of RNC support for the recent Gang Enforcement Motion introduced to the Los Angeles City Council by Councilman Dennis Zine (Seconded by Councilman Greig Smith).

I (Dennis Zine) therefore move that the City Council request the Chief and Police and the Board of Police Commissioner to modify Special Order 40 to state that when in the course of gang suppression investigations LAPD Officers are able to verify that a suspect is a known gang member, those Officers be instructed to obtain information on the subject’s immigration status, and transmit that information to ICE, which is the Immigration Custom Enforcement.  I further move that this modification Special 40 also include a provision stating that if a known gang member is arrested by LAPD, and that person is also found to be an undocumented immigrant, that an immigration hold be placed on the arrestee by LAPD until such time as the arrestee may be released to the custody of ICE. 

Motion by Ann Kinzle second by Garth Carlson “That the RNC support this issue from Councilman Zine.”

Motion passed with 10 yeas, 2 abstentions.

XII.
Discussion and consideration of funding for the Reseda Youth Scholarship Award Dinner at the Canoas Banquet Hall.  Mike Volante (Scholarship Founder)

Asking for $2,000.00 contribution to the event on June 8, 2008 for the Reseda Youth Scholarship Award to help defray costs of the event in return for significant outreach in the Reseda News published every other month.  Distribution as follows:  payable to the Canoas Banquet Hall for holding the function, $250.00, $10.00 person 150 attendees equals $1,500.00.  Drinks, water juice $250.00.  In return one full page of advertising space in the next four editions at no charge to the council.  Scholarships with a total value of $21,000.00 will be presented to the Reseda Youth.

Motion by Garth Carlson second by Norma Jean Mijangos “To allocate up to $2,000.00 to cover the expenses for the banquet on June 8, 2008.”

Amendment to Motion by Garth Carlson second by Norma Jean Mijangos “That the expenditure be subject only to Finance Committee approval.”

Motion passed by 11 yeas, 1 abstention.

XIII.
Discussion and consideration of RNC support for various VANC (Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils) items.  Cary Iaccino, Chair of the Liaison Committee.

A. Brief overview of Liaison Committee. - Monitoring other neighborhood councils to see how they conduct their meetings.  


     Attended Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils.  

B. Looking for one more member to become a functioning committee.  Please contact Cary Iaccino if interested.

C. What is the VANC.  Brief overview of the Valley Alliance of Neighborhood Councils.

1.
Discussion and consideration of RNC support for Governor Schwarzenegger’s “Budget Stabilization Act”.  Any action may be expressed by an RNC representative through the VANC.


Motion by Cary Iaccino second by Anna Measles “To support Governor Schwarenegger’s Budget Stabilization Act in its early draft stages and present support or lack thereof with a letter at the VANC meeting on May 8, 2008.”

Motion failed by 2 yeas, 7 nays, 3 abstentions.

2.
Discussion and consideration of RNC support for an airport curfew at Bob Hope Airport.  Any action may be expressed by an RNC representative through the VANC.

Motion by Faye Nia second by Phil Merlin “To table this item pending an invitation of a representative of this issue.”



Motion passed by unanimous vote.

XIV.
Unfinished Business

A.  Discussion and consideration of RNC support for Senate Bill SB 1391 (Padilla), Reforming California’s definition, regulation of recycled water.  Kristopher Daams (Representative from Senator Padilla’s Office)
Motion by Ann Kinzle second by Phil Merlin “To support Senator Padilla’s Bill SB 139.”

Motion passed by 11 yeas, 1 abstention.

XV.
New Business

Phil Merlin - Library Commission and Mayor are planning to institute charges of $1.00 per book for any book ordered from the library.

Motion by Phil Merlin second by Ann Kinzle “To place this item on future agenda for discussion.”

Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Lee Smith - Front page of Los Angeles Times Prime California Section April 16, 2008 a renewal on Reseda and a picture of Chairperson, Peter Hankwitz.

D.J. Frank - Orientation Planning Land Use Issues and Training $50.00 charge for enrollment 

Motion by Ann Kinzle second by Garth Carlson “To put on the next agenda RNC to pay the $50.00 charge for enrollment in the Orientation Planning Land Use Issues and Training for D.J. Frank.”

Motion approved 11 yeas, 1 abstention.

XVI.
General Event and Other Announcements

A.
March 1 - May 31; 2008 Great American Cleanup!  Campaign.  For more information regarding ‘Keep Los Angeles Beautiful’ visit:http://www.lacity.org/bpw/OCB/KLAB/index.html.

B.
Prior RNC Board has received the Volunteer Center of Los Angeles’ President’s Volunteer Award.   The ‘CelebrateLA’ awards ceremony will take place on Sunday, April 27, 2008 at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena, from 11am-5pm.  Admission is free.  For more info online, visit: VCLA.net

XIV.
Adjournment 9:07 pm
Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker
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