Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - General Meeting

Monday July 21, 2008

Canoas Banquet Hall

18136 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335

I. Call to Order - Vice Chairman, Faye Nia, called meeting to order at 7:05 p.m.
II. Pledge of Allegiance - led by Phil Merlin.

III. Roll Call - Present at the meeting were Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Garth Carlson, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin, Anna Measles, Ann Kinzle.

A. Absent were Peter Hankwitz, Kimberly Hill, D.J. Frank, David Alvarez, and Maria Hernandez.

B. There were 8 in attendance and 5 absent.  Quorum present.

IV. Introduction of City Employees and other visitors

A. Dennis Bogart, Councilman Zine’s Office.

1. A new Field Deputy will be taking Dennis Bogart’s place.

2. Spoke regarding street repair.

B. Grayce Liu, Project Coordinator for DONE.  Valley Board Training -beginning and advanced August 16, 2008 at the Braude Center.  Two meetings at City Hall on July 30, 2008.  

1).  For community input on the Carol Baker Tharp Neighborhood Leadership Institute.

2) Meeting on next Congress of Neighborhood Councils.  Community Beautification Grant for $10,000.00 open to Home Owner Associations, Concerned Citizens.

C. Octaviano Rios, Jr. - Councilman Zine’s Office.
D. Raffy Astvasadoorian, City Attorney’s Office.
V. Review and Approval of Minutes from: RNC General Meeting May 19, 2008, RNC General Meeting June 16, 2008, RNC Executive Meeting July 3, 2008, RNC General Meeting July 7, 2008, and Executive Meeting July 17, 2008.
Item V tabled until next meeting.

VI. Public Comment and Announcements  (Speaker Cards are requested.).
Jim Luis - He asked a question regarding graffiti taggers arrests?  His questions were asked to Mr. Astvasadoorian, City Attorney.  Mr. Luis wanted to know about actual figures on arrests, convictions and sentencing.  The City Attorney did not have any numbers available.

VII. Reseda Neighborhood Council Board Vacancies: We are currently accepting applications to fill these vacant seats.  Any qualified Stakeholder may apply and there may be a vote (if necessary) on August 18, 2008 at the General Meeting.  All Stakeholders in attendance at this meeting may vote.
Item VII tabled until next meeting.

VIII. RNC Officers – Action and General Reports

(a) Faye Nia, Vice Chair / Acting Chair:  General Report - 

                    No report given on Bylaws and Constitution Committee.   

       Mr. Jim Luis and Scott Tinsley to Planning and Zoning Committee.  The public was encouraged to join the various committees.

(b) Lee Smith, Treasurer: General report, plus Finance Committee Report.  

i. Discussion and consideration of returning unspent, approved, and allocated funds to the Reseda Neighborhood Council general budget, within the related committee and/or other line item categories. [Tabled Item VII(c)(i) from July 7, 2008]

ii.
RNC was funded $50,000.00 for fiscal year 2008/2008.

iii. Total Available funds.

1. General Account - $122,031.45

2. RNC Petty Cash - $986.68

3. RNC Stored Value Care - $1,047.29

4. Total - $124,065.42

5. Currently $47,242.70 for projects leaving an available balance of $76,822.72.

iv.
Board members were asked to consider how much money will be needed for various events.

v. Requests approved by Committee
Request #1 - $6,000.00 for booths, tents, tables for Youth Fair September 13, 2008.  Approved by Finance Committee and at Board meeting July 7, 2008.

Request #2 - $2,000.00 for Board body rental for the Youth Fair.  Approved by Finance Committee.

Request #3 - $6,000.00 for printing 20,000 youth programs for Youth Fair.  Approved by Finance Committee and by Board Meeting on July 7, 2008

Request #4 - $5,000.00 for graffiti removal.  Approved by Finance Committee.

Request #5 - $8,100.00 for holiday decorations/banners and removal of existing holiday decorations down for the business district.  Approved by Finance Committee.

Request #6 - $500.00 in support of Reseda Ranch Block Party.  Finance Committee disapproved because it should have been submitted by the Outreach Committee.

Request #7 - $500.00 allocated for National Night Out - Approved by Finance Committee.

Request #8 - Up to $1,000.00 RNC pens.  Approved by Finance Committee.

Request #9 - $750.00 allocated to maintain a booth at Valley Cultural Center.  Approved by Finance Committee.

Request #10 - $7,700.00 to purchase 1,000 5 gallon filled water bottles.  Disapproved by Finance Committee because of insufficient funds.  If $15,000.00 are reallocated and approved from the old trailer purchase disaster program then funds will be available.  Also needed more information where bottles would be kept.

Request #11 - $1,200.00 to purchase a laptop for the Emergency Disaster Community Safety.  Funds are available, but there is a lack of supporting documentation so it was disapproved by Finance Committee.

(There was some question to what the Finance Committee’s exact purviews are.  This should be discussed at the next General Meeting.)

(c) Cary Iaccino, Secretary: General report, plus:

i. Committee Reminder re Required Reports: Paragraphs 7(B) - 7(B)(i) of the Guidelines adopted and made effective as of January 22, 2008, state “Within forty-eight (48) hours of any official action taken by Members of any Committee, the Chair of the subject Committee shall deliver a written report of such action (the “Report”) to each Member of the Committee and to the Secretary and the Chairperson of the RNC Board.  Each Report shall contain a brief yet comprehensive description of the matter considered, including a summary of the discussion, and a statement setting forth each individual Member’s vote in the matter, if any, and/or any other action(s) taken by the Committee thereafter.” 
ii. Secretary Handbook - No report.

iii. Duty List and volunteers - No report.

IX. Discussion and consideration of action regarding State Senate Bill SB 1420 (Padilla).  The Bill would require placement of nutritional information regarding food items on menus and menu boards at chain restaurants in California.  Presented by Kristopher Daams (or another representative) from Senator Padilla’s office.
Item IX presentation respectfully withdrawn from this agenda by Senator Padilla’s office.

X. Reseda Theatre Update Presentation: Sandra Gonzalez and Senior Planner Ed Rodriguez from the Community Redevelopment Agency (CRA). 

Item X presentation respectfully withdrawn from this agenda by CRA office.

XI. RNC Committees – Action and General Reports

(a) Outreach / Public Relations Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair):

i. General Report - Committee has had meetings every two weeks.  Because of technical difficulties with the newsletter none for July 2008.  

ii. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “Move to allocate $750 toward funding the various Valley Cultural Center projects, subject to Finance Committee Approval”
Motion approved by 6 yeas, 2 abstentions.

iii.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “Allocate up to $1,000 dollars to purchase RNC labeled pens, after checking for price breaks for up to 2500 pens, subject to Finance Committee approval.”  

Motion approved by 5 yeas, 3 abstentions.

(b)
Planning & Zoning committee (D.J. Frank, Chair): (absent) Anna Measles. General Report - 
ii. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council approves of the demolishing of the house at 18624 Roscoe Blvd., the dividing of the lot into two parts of approximately 10,500 square feet, and the construction of two new Single Family Residences, and shall issue such approval in writing to the applicant in this matter.”  Request for Lot Split. 18624 Roscoe Blvd. - - Request to demolish existing Single Family Residence (SFR) and divide lot into two lots of approximately 10,500 square feet, and construction of two new SFR. Case # AA-2008-1625-PMLA.
Motion approved by 7 yeas, 1 abstention.
iii. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council supports the installation of “No Parking from 9 PM to 7 AM 7 days a week” and “No Dumping” signs on both the north and south sides of Cantlay Street between Geyser Ave. and Capps Str, and shall issue such support in writing sent to Councilman Zine’s office.”  Request for Installation of Parking Limit Signs. 18600 Block Cantlay Street - - Discussion regarding RNC support for installation of “No Overnight Parking” signs on the south side of Cantlay Street between Geyser Ave and Capps Str.




  Motion approved by 7 yeas, 1 abstention.
iv. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council approves of the rezoning of 7238 Canby from C2 and P Zoning to R4 zoning and the construction of Senior Housing.  This housing shall consist of 135-140 units, with a drive-in entrance on Canby and a Walk-in Entrance on Darby.  Such approval shall be issued in writing to Thomas Safran and Associates.”  Request to develop Senior Housing. 7238 Canby - - Presentation to the community of proposed plans and request for RNC’s support to allow developing property into affordable Senior Housing by TSA Housing. (Some discussion and questions to the applicant after a formal presentation.)   Motion approved by 7 yeas, 1 abstention.
(c)
Economic Development Committee (Ann Kinzle, Chair): 

i.
General Report.

ii.
POSSIBLE MOTION: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council may allocate $7,000.00 to repair Center Median Lighting on Sherman Way between Reseda Blvd. and Lindley Ave., subject to Economic Development Committee and Finance Committee approval.” 
Motion withdrawn.

iii. POSSIBLE MOTION: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council may allocate $5,000.00 in funding for the West Valley Alliance efforts toward graffiti abatement, subject to Economic Development Committee and Finance Committee approval.” 

Motion approved by 7 yeas, 1 abstention.


(d)
Youth Advocacy Committee (Andy Mars, Chair):  General Report
i.
Printing 20,000 Directory of Youth Programs in Reseda to be ready in August.

ii. Community Youth Fair on September 13, 2008 at Park West Park 10 a.m.- 2 p.m.  

(e)
Senior Advocacy Committee (Kimberly Hill, Chair): General Report - (Absent)  




    
                           Garth Carlson - Working on Senior expo to be held October 18, 2008 at One Generation Center.

(f)
Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair): (Absent)

Note: One or more of the following Motions may be tabled, at the Council’s discretion.

i.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “Reallocate $15,000,   originally allocated to purchase a trailer, back into the RNC budget.”

                  


              Motion approved by 7 yeas, 1 abstention.

ii
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “Allocate up to $7,700 to purchase 1000 water filled five gallon bottles and 1000 RNC/Emergency Disaster and Community Safety stickers from local vendors to identify them subject to Finance Committee approval.”  Motion tabled until next meeting.

iii.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “Purchase of a laptop computer for use by the committee, not to exceed $1,200, subject to Finance Committee approval.”
Motion tabled until next meeting.

iv.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “Allocate up to $150.00 in support of "National Night Out" scheduled for August 05, 2008 subject to Finance Committee approval.” 

             Motion approved by 6 yeas, 2 abstentions. 

  
 Amendment by Ann Kinzle second by Anna Measles up to $150.00 in support of National Night Out 



 Amendment approved by 6 yeas, 1 nay, 1 abstention. 

v.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “Allocate up to $500.00 for Reseda Ranch Block Party scheduled for August 19, 2008 subject to Finance Committee approval.” 


             Motion tabled until next meeting.
XII.
Unfinished Business - None

XII. New Business - None
XIII. General Events and Other Announcements
Ann Kinzle - National Child’s Day on November 22, 2008 at Woodley Park. 

Raul Galardo  - Spoke regarding graffiti issue and looking for other ways to work with the LAPD.

Judy Lavine - Spoke regarding an environmental product containment unit.
XIV. Adjournment at 9:15 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker
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