 Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - General Meeting

Monday May 19, 2008

Canoas Banquet Hall

18136 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335

I. Call to order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:05 pm.

II. Pledge of Allegiance - None as there was no flag present.

III. Roll Call.

A.
Present at the meeting was Peter Hankwitz, Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Anna Measles, Garth Carlson, Maria Hernandez, Kimberly Hill, Ann Kinzle, Phil Merlin, D.J. Frank, Andy Mars, and David Alvarez.

B. Absent were Lee Smith, Norma Jean Mijangos, and Dara Laski.

C. There were 12 in attendance and 3 absent. Quorum present

IV. Introduction of City Employees and other visitors

1.
Captain Steve Zipperman, West Valley Area.

2. Gracie Liu, Project Coordinator for DONE.

3. Bob Blumenfield running for Assembly

4.
Senior Lead Officer McGee for South Reseda



Stated no devices are allowed in the car for 18 & younger.

V.
Review and possible approval of Minutes: RNC General Meeting Mach 17, 2008; RC Board General Meeting April 7, 2008; RNC Executive Meeting April 17, 2008; RNC General Meeting April 21, 2008; RNC Executive Meeting April 29, 2008; General Meeting May 5, 2008; and RNC Executive Meeting May 15, 2008.

-RNC General Meeting March 17, 2008 approved with 7 yeas, 2 abstentions.

-RNC Board General Meeting April 7, 2008 approved with 8 yeas, 4 abstentions. 

-RNC General Meeting April 21, 2008 with amendments approved with 8 yeas, 4 abstentions. 

-RNC Executive Meeting April 29, 2008; General Meeting May 5, 2008, and RNC Executive Meeting May 15, 2008 were tabled until next meeting.

VI.
Public Comment and Announcements (Speaker Cards are requested).

Allan Nader - L.A. Deputy City Attorney, Gang Division.


He is running for Judge of L.A. Superior Court.

Gracie Liu, DONE.  

-May 31, 2008 is Basic Board Training on Legal Issues, also Advanced Training on more complex Conflict of Interests as Funding Training. 

-Board Member Self Assessments as well as Stake Holder Self Assessments are due June 30, 2008, and are on line at lacityneighborhoods.com.

-May 6, 2008 Neighborhood of Commissions meeting Reseda was honored and presented with a Five Year Certificate.

VII.
RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A. Peter Hankwitz, Chairman: General Report. 



          1.  Met with Councilman Zine in April, 2008, and the questions from the Board Members and Councilman’s Zine’s answers were read aloud, and remain available for public review upon request.
B.
Faye Nia, Vice Chair: General Report

1. No report given.
C.
Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.

Anna Measles gave Treasurers Report in Lee Smith’s absence.

Total available funds.

1. General Account - $82,834.57

2. RNC Pretty Cash - $1,410.51

3. RNC Stored Value Care - $1,054.79

4. Total $85,299.87

5. Currently $52,019.22 for projects leaving an available balance of $33,280.65

6.
Phil Merlin - Board is notified the request from the various Committees has requested $11,100.00 more than RNC has for next fiscal year ending June 30, 2009.

D.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary: General report.
1. Agenda/Flyer Posting Volunteers - THANK YOU! Still seeking volunteers - (Board member first) to post one location each.

2. Board Member Surveys and the Stakeholder Surveys; Complete and return to Norma Jean Mijangos or myself as soon as possible.           He is still working on the Board Member and Stakeholder Surveys. Received a total of 26 completed stakeholder surveys - 100 are asked for by the end of June.  Board Member Surveys total six.  

3.
The City Attorney wishes to bring to your attention a recent amendment to the Brown Act that takes effect on July 1, 2008, and impacts the wording of board agendas and also impacts how the records, which are reviewed by board members in anticipation of a meeting, are to be made available to the public.


      A Brown Act Revision will be emailed.

VIII.
RNC Committees - Action and General Reports

(a)
Constitution and By-laws Committee (Faye Nia, Chair): General Report.  List of Board Members who’s terms are up in 2008: D.J. Frank, Ann Kinzle, Dara Laski, Phil Merlin, Lee Smith, Maria Hernandez, David Alvarez.

i.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: The RNC hereby repeals the action of the board taken early in 2008 with respect to holding an election of Representatives this year (Passed to majority vote)


Motion passed with 7 yeas, 3 Nays, 2 Abstentions

ii.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: The RNC shall extend the current terms of all board members to 2010 to join the elections administered by the clerk of the City of Los Angeles. (Passed on majority vote)

Motion passed with 8 yeas, 2 nays, 2 abstentions.

iii.
 MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: The RNC shall adopt amendments to the RNC Bylaws as submitted herewith. (Passed by unanimous vote)


Motion withdrawn.

iv.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: The RNC shall not participate as part of the SVEA for the 2008 elections. (Passed by unanimous vote)



Motion withdrawn.

(b) 
Selection Committee (ad hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair):

i. 
General Report - RNC has 9 full functioning Committees. After another committee member in Neighboring Council Liaison the selection committee might be considered inactive.

ii. 
Introduction of New Committee Members: Request Stakeholders to join Committees.

Andy Mars introduced new Committee members:

Bob Wineberg, Carol Carr, Sami Dadhl, Phil Merlin, Garth Carlson - Youth Advocacy Committee

(c)
Outreach/Public Relations Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair

i. General Report




           -Quorum was calculated incorrectly for Outreach/Public Relations Committee meeting, so no action was taken.

ii. -Discussed putting a vehicle in the Canoga Park Memorial Day Parade.

-Looking for talent in electronic area - website and newsletter application.

-Reseda Community Pride Day on Basset Street June 14, 2008

-National Night Out is August 5, 2008 at Warner Center Park. 

(d)
Planning & Zoning Committee (D.J. Frank, Chair):

i. 
General Report - Jim & Lila Diamond were thanked for helping stuff envelopes and stamping return addresses on envelopes.

ii. 
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council approves of the division of the 13,500 square foot R-1 lot into two lots, and shall issue such approval in writing to the Applicant in this matter.” Request for a lot split. 7325 Enfield - - Request to divide 13,500 square foot R1 lot into two. Case # AA-2008-980-PMLA


Motion passed with 11 yeas, 1 abstention.

iii.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council approves of the renewal of the variance allowing the continued use of a portion of the P-1L zoned parking area to be used for student lunch, recreation and drop-off/pick-up by the LAUSD Charter School for two years as long as the school abides by the 14 conditions imposed by the City of LA as part of

the original issuance of the variance, and shall issue such approval in writing to the Applicant in this matter.” Renewal of a Zone Variance. 18238 Sherman Way - - Request to allow the continued use of a portion of a P-1L zoned parking area to be used for student lunch, recreation and drop-off/pickup incidental to an LAUSD Charter School. Case # ZA 2008-748 ZV

Motion passed with 11 yeas, 1 abstention.

iv.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council approves of the Zone Variance to allow parking within the paved front yard,

and the granting of a Conditional Use Permit to allow continued use and maintenance of a child care facility for 48 children ages 2 through 6 between

the hours of 6 AM to 6 PM Monday to Friday, and shall issue such approval in writing to the Applicant in this matter.” Request for Zone Variance, Conditional Use Permit. 18746 Vanowen - - Zone Variance to allow parking within the paved front yard, C.U. Permit to allow continued use and maintenance of a child care facility for 48 children ages 2 through 6 open 6 AM to 6 PM Monday-Friday. Case # ZA 2007 3899


Motion failed with 8 nays, 1 yea, 3 abstentions.

v.
Discussion and consideration of inviting AT&T before the board to discuss the continuing installation of above ground facility boxes in Reseda. These 

boxes are often targets of graffiti vandals.

Matter referred to David Alvarez - Disaster & Emergency Services and Community Safety Committee 

(e) 
Senior Advocacy Committee (Kimberly Hill, Chair):

i.
General Report - Nothing new to report.  Next meeting on May 28, 2008 at 3:00 p.m.

(f)
Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair):

i. General Report 

Emergency Preparedness Disaster Workshop at Sheraton Hilton Universal City May 20, 2008  8:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.

Ann Kinzle - She contacted Lucy Mally to get Emergency Training in Power Point.

IX.
Discussion and consideration of drafting and issuing a Community Impact Statement regarding Councilman Zine’s Motion to modify Special Order 40. The Reseda Neighborhood Council voted to support the Motion at the April 21, 2008 General Meeting.
Peter Hankwitz scheduled Item until next meeting awaiting additional information.

X.
Discussion and consideration of drafting and issuing a Community Impact Statement regarding the funding cuts related to park rangers in Mayor Villaraigosa’s new budget.


Phil Merlin suggested Item be tabled until next General Meeting.

            Item referred to Youth Advocacy Committee to draft Community  Impact Statement.

XI.
Discussion and consideration of drafting and issuing a Community Impact Statement regarding SB1818.

Barbara Monahan Burke - Board Member of Studio City Neighborhood Councils, and Chair of Government Affairs Committee.  She gave update on SB1818.

Issue was referred to the D.J. Frank - Planning & Zoning Committee

XII.
Unfinished Business

(a) [Tabled from May 5th General Meeting] Discussion of Library Commission and Mayor Villaraigosa’s apparent plan to charge $1 per book for transfer.

Phil Merlin suggested it be tabled to be discussed as a Budget Issue.

Peter Hankwitz - Item referred to Youth Advocacy Committee.

Andy Mars - Anyone on Council or the Community at large who would like to input what they feel should be stated in such statement should attend Youth Advocacy Committed at RNC Council office at May 21, 2008 at 12:30 p.m.

(b) [Tabled Motion from Outreach / Public Relations Committee] “That the RNC shall purchase a Mac laptop computer and software for the office to be used to upgrade our newsletter and match up with the Power Point projector, not to exceed $2000.00, and subject to approval of Finance Committee.


     Motion passed with 7 yeas, 3 nays, 2 abstentions.

XIII.
New Business

None
XIV.
General Event and Other Announcements

(a) March 1 – May 31: 2008 Great American Cleanup! Campaign. For more information regarding ‘Keep Los Angeles Beautiful’ visit: http://www.lacity.org/bpw/OCB/KLAB/index.html.

(b) Canoga Park Memorial Day Parade – May 26, 2008. For more information visit: www.canogaparkmemorialdayparade.com

XV. Adjournment at 9:35 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker
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