Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - General Meeting

Monday October 20, 2008, 2008

Canoas Banquet Hall

18136 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335

I. Call to Order - Vice Chairman, Faye Nia, called meeting to order at 7:08 p.m.

II. Roll Call Roll Call Present at the meeting were Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Garth Carlson, Phil Merlin, Anna Measles, David Alvarez, D. J. Frank, Ann Kinzle, Timothy Mulholland, Jim Luis, Maria Hernandez
A. Absent were Peter Hankwitz, Magdy Abdalla, Kimberly Hill.

B. There were 12 in attendance and 3 absent.  Quorum present.
III. Pledge of Allegiance - was led by Garth Carlson

IV. Introduction of City Employees and other visitors


Jose Martinez - Field Deputy Councilman Dennis Zine’s Office 


Officer Barber - Senior Lead Officer for North Reseda Area


Raffy Astvasadoorian - City Attorney’s Office


Officer Williams - Los Angeles Police Department


Ed Rodriquez - CRA.

V. Review and Approval of RNC Minutes from: General Meetings September 15, 2008 and October 6, 2008, and Executive Meetings October 2, 2008 and October 16, 2008 

Item V tabled until next meeting

VI. Public Comment and Announcements (Speaker Cards are requested.)     


None

VII. RNC Officers – Action and General Reports

(a) Faye Nia, Vice Chair (Presiding):

i. General Report List of Committees is slowing growing.  Stakeholders were asked to join the committees.

ii. Request for Board Member to serve as new Youth Advocacy Chair 

iii. The RNC urges all Board Members to take City of L.A. Ethics Training course (available online); to understand the general purview and requirements of the Brown Act; to review Department of Neighborhood Empowerment policies regarding allowed and disallowed Neighborhood Council expenditures; and to have a working knowledge and understanding of the RNC Bylaws. 

(b) Lee Smith, Treasurer: General report, plus Finance Committee Report 

i. Total Available funds.

1. General Account $117,524.75

2. RNC Petty Cash - $772.59

3. RNC Stored Value Care - $1,047.29

4. Total $119,344.63

5. Currently $58,138.95 for projects leaving an available balance of $61,205.68.

ii.
Monies spent since last meeting:  Web Design $577.50; Postage $7.58; Office Depot $267.28, Outreach $411.91, AT&T $88.55; Recording Secretary; $250.00, La Tortilla $120.00; Outreach Event $27.33; Flyers $12.13.  
    Total $1,762.18.

iii.     No requests for funding.

iv.      Jim Luis requested information on payment for West Valley
           Alliance.  
(c) Cary Iaccino, Secretary: General Report 

Requested new attendees to sign the sign-in sheet to update data basis.

VIII. Community Redevelopment Agency: 
Updates on Reseda Theatre and other Reseda projects. 

Presentation on the Reseda Theatre

· Billboard has been taken down,

· Working with developer to finalize the drawings.

· For a tour of the theatre call 818-708-5888; theatre.

· The median along Sherman Way to be cleaned up soon.

· DWP is going to put shields on the streetlights so the light will focus down for better lighting at night.

IX. California High Speed Rail Authority / Proposition 1A: Presentation by Leticia Hernandez (URS Corporation). 

Presentation was made on the California High Speed Rail Authority.

· Train will travel at over 200 miles an hour. 

· It will remove 70 million passengers from the highways

· It will reduce 1/3 of energy of air travel,

· It will reduce 1/5 energy of auto travel.

· It will eliminate 10 billion pounds of green house emissions

· And reduce our dependence on foreign oil by 22 million barrels a year.

· From Los Angeles to San Francisco will be 30 billion dollars

· The whole project will cost 40 billion dollars

X. Cyclists’ Bill Of Rights: Presentation by Stephen Box. 


Stephen Box - Bike Riders Collective -

· Cyclist’s Bill of Rights were passed out.

· Asked for support to recognize the Bill of Rights and an endorsement from RNC.

XI. Mayors Budget Day Report: Cary Iaccino 

· The City Budget is going to be in the red this year.

· City did not have a plan for review yet.

XII. RNC Committees – Action and General Reports

(a) Planning & Zoning Committee (D.J. Frank, Chair):

i. General Report 

Free Zimas training sponsored by the city on October 29, 2008, at Braude Building in Van Nuys. Stakeholders can learn what is going on in their neighborhood.

ii. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “The Reseda Neighborhood Council approves of AMCAL Multi-Housing’s proposal to demolish the building at 6653 Darby and the erection of a new 51 unit affordable housing building in its place provided that AMCAL housing properly notifies and relocates every resident in the building and the RNC shall issue such approval in writing to approximately 51 affordable housing units.”

   Motion passed with 10 yeas, 1 nay and 1 abstention

(b) Outreach / Public Relations Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair):

i. General Report 

· Newsletters will be in plastic racks.

· Asked for volunteers from Board for distribution.

· In November the Anchor is having a charity event, we need volunteers to man the booth.

· Each committee chairman should make up a handout to pass out at booths that describe each committee.

j. Published 6,000 English, 1500 Spanish newsletters

k. Graffiti Subcommittee formation

· In process of formation of subcommittee to find ways to deal with graffiti.

· Four confirmed members have joined.  

· Next meeting will be next Wednesday 7:00 p.m. in the RNC office.

l.  A newsletter article from each board member is requested.

m. All committee chairs need to send information on their committees to populate the website.      

(c) Youth Advocacy Committee (Garth Carlson, Acting Chair): General Report


There will be a meeting next week.  Agenda will sent out later in the week.

(d) Economic Development Committee (Ann Kinzle, Chair): General Report 


No report given.

(e) Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair): General Report 

· No quorum for last meeting.

· The abandoned vehicle hot line needs to be called regarding abandoned cars in Reseda.   Call Lieutenant Ellis at       (818) 756-9975 or Parking Enforcement (818) 752- 5100.

XIII. Unfinished Business

(a) Renewable Energy Generation Initiative / Proposition 7: Consideration and possible action. 



Item XIII tabled until next meeting.

XIV. New Business

None

XV. Announcements Regarding General and Other Events 
(a) Zimas Training, Department of City Planning, October 29, 2008, 5:30 PM

(b) The Anchor Charity Fundraiser, November 8, 2008, 12:00 PM.

(c) Notification of speed limit changes on streets in Reseda

XVI. Adjournment at 9:24 p.m.
Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker
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