Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - Board Meeting

Monday May 5, 2008

Reseda Neighborhood Council Office

18341 Sherman Way Suite 102, Reseda, CA 91335

I.
Call To Order - Secretary, Cary Iaccino, called meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II
Pledge of Allegiance - Led by David Alvarez.

III.
Roll Call conducted by Cary Iaccino

1. Present at the meeting:  Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, David Alvarez, Garth Carlson, D. J. Frank, Kimberly Hill, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin, Ann Kinzle

Absent:  Peter Hankwitz, Faye Nia, Dara Laski, Maria Hernandez, Norma Jean Mijangos

2. There were10 in attendance and 5 absent.  Quorum present.

IV.
Introduction of City Employees and other visitors.
Grayce Liu - DONE

V.
Review and possible approval of minutes from RNC General Meeting March 17, 2008, and RNC Board General Meeting April 7, 2008,  RNC Executive Meeting April 17, 2008, RNC General Meeting April 21, 2008, and RNC Executive Meeting April 29, 2008.

Minutes Tabled until Meeting on May 19, 2008.

VI.
Public Comment and Announcements.

Anna Measles - Announcement for General Meeting was in the Daily News and the address needs to be corrected.

Grayce Liu - BONC Meeting May 6, 2008; Celebrating five-year anniversary for Neighborhood Councils; Reseda is receiving a 5 Year Certificate; She is working with Faye Nia to make necessary changes to the By-laws.

Ann Kinzle - Pearl Awards are coming up in June.  She nominated Garth Carlson for Volunteerism Award.


Raul Galardo - Spoke on the need to clean up the graffiti.


Ann Kinzle - Suggested fining parents for tagging in the neighborhood.

VII.
RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A.
Faye Nia, Vice Chairman: General report

B.   Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.

Total available funds:



1.   General Account - $83,518.80



2.   RNC Petty Cash -  $1,423.49



3.   RNC Credit Card - $1,054.79

4. Total - $85,997.08

5. Currently $52,654.76 for projects leaving an available balance of  $33,342.32

6.
Monies spent since last meeting of April 7, 2008 -  AT&T $85.67; Office Depot $47.15; La Tortilla $80.00; RNC Petty Cash $500.00; Reseda Postage $90.20; Amazon.com $497.65; Garth Carlson $6.14; RNC Petty Cash $500.00; Nancy Sweeney $20.00 for a total of $875.08.

7. Budget is due at DONE on June 13, 2008.  Budgets from Committees need to be received ASAP.  Budget is split into three categories, 100, 200, 300 Categories.  100  - 37 percent of budget should be spent on Operations.

200 - 27 percent of budget should be spent on Outreach.

300 - 36 percent of budget should be spent on Emergency Preparedness, Graffiti clean-up etc.

8.  A request has been submitted to DONE for a postponement from 13th to 20th of June 2008.

D.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary:  General report.  
1. Stakeholder Surveys: He will email update this week on surveys.  If missing your name or don’t have correct amount let him know.

2. Neighborhood Council Board Member Assessment Survey: 
3. Posting Posse Sign Up.
VIII.
RNC Committees - Action and General Reports

A. Selection Committee (ad hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair):  Absent

1. General Report – No report 

2. Report on SVEA (South Valley Election Alliance) meeting and possible future allocation.

Garth Carlson 






     SVEA will meet again on May 12, 2008 - Tarzana will not be having election this year.  Canoga Park is having an election.  It has not been confirmed if Canoga Park is going in with RNC.  RNC has to make decision if they are to get involved this year, and need to make a monetary commitment as to the newsletters.

3. Anna Measles - She stated she thought the newsletter was a waste of money.

4. Andy Mars - He stated he thought the newsletter was a major expenditure and there was no return on it.  Pooling resources for mainstream already existing publications makes more sense.

5. D.J. Frank - He stated he thought the newsletter was a good idea but expensive.  Another type of publication would be a good idea if the deadline is met.

6. Phil Merlin - He stated the cost would cost $75.00 per person if  you took figures of doubling what last year was..

7. Phil Merlin - He stated that there is a need to come up with a better processing mechanism - a bigger place might be needed. 

8. Garth Carlson - He asked for a show of hands of those who thought RNC should be involved in the South Valley Election.


B.
Selection Committee (ad Hoc)  (Faye Nia, Chair):  Absent

1. General report – No report

2. Introduction of New Committee Members: Request Stakeholders to join Committees 

C.
Outreach / Public Relations Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair):

1. General Report - Committee is working on a number of different ways to outreach to the community.  

2. Motion from Committee: That the RNC shall increase the allocation for purchase of a table cover with 4 color RNC logo from $300.00 to $500.00 (Subject to Finance Committee Approval)” Phil Merlin second by Garth Carlson to reconsider and amend the motion from the previous amount allocated of $300.00 to up to $500.00.   Motion passed by unanimous vote. 

3. Motion From Committee:  “That the RNC shall purchase a Mac laptop computer and software for the office to be used to upgrade our newsletter and match up with the Power Point projector not to exceed $2000.00.  (Subject to approval of Finance Committee)” Andy Mars second by Phil Merlin to table this Motion from Committee until next meeting.   Motion passed by 10 yeas, 1 nay.

4. Garth Carlson - Need volunteers to come to Reseda Pride Day Saturday June 14, 2008.  8:30 a.m. at 5900 Cribs Avenue

5. Garth Carlson - Need volunteers to come and help fold and stuff Newsletter on Thursday morning 10:00 a.m. 12:00 p.m.  Newsletters are available for Board Members.  Girl Scouts will distribute remaining newsletters.

D.
Planning & Zoning Committee (D.J. Frank, Chair):  General Report

He is putting Minutes together and will have 3 Motions at the next meeting to consider.

E.
Youth Advocacy Committee (Andy Mars, Chair): General Report.  

Connie Hershelman Smith, Principal of Garden Grove Elementary was introduced.  She is serving as secretary of Youth Advocacy Committee; The Committee is working on programs that will be available for children to get involved in Reseda, and at the end of August they will print a listing of various programs available. Also, the Committee is working toward a community youth fair with programs available to any parent for their children regardless of the school they attend.

F.
Senior Advocacy Committee (Kimberly Hill, Chair):
1. General Report. -

Phil Merlin - Senior Advocacy Committee Meeting is putting a senior meeting together. They have received commitments from the One Center to use their facility and have received leads for catering. Veronica Sanchez Perez, Information Systems Coordinator for Department of Aging, attended the meeting and will be involved in the project with phone system reservations. The Committee is listing subjects that seniors might be interested in; The Jewish Home for the Aged is able to use the YMCA pool for aquatic exercises. 

G.
Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair):
General Report - The Committee met in April, another meeting secluded for May 20, 2008; Preparations to take in case of a major disaster:  ICE on cell phones; pay your most important bills on line automatically in case phone lines and internet may be down; Research on buying five gallon water bottles with RNC logos on them is in progress; - One week of water storage at 1 gallon per person per day is recommended


Ann Kinzle - She suggested having a wrench to turn off the main gas line.

IX.
Discussion and consideration of Library Commission and Mayor Villaraigosa’s apparent plane to charge $1 per book for transfer.
Motion by Phil Merlin second by Ann Kinzle to table this issue until the next meeting.

Motion passed by 9 yeas, 1 abstention

X.
Discussion and consideration of $50 fee for Board Member D.J. Frank to attend future DONE Training Event.

Motion by Ann Kinzle second by Lee Smith RNC will spend $50 fee for D.J. Frank to attend the DONE four- day training pilot program.

Motion passed by unanimous vote

XI.
Unfinished Business.


None

XII.
New Business 

Cary Iaccino - Does RNC want to discuss Candidate Forum Assembly Seat for District 40 - Five minutes for each representation with no action taken by RNC for any particular candidate, but for them to introduce themselves, say what they’re about, take a few questions.


RNC Board is interested and he will try to put it on the next agenda.

XIII.
General Event and Other Announcements

Jerry Hill - Election Alliance - instead of the newspapers contact high school and place add in their newsletter/paper; Stuff newsletter into some of the local papers - real estate paper or valley paper to save money.


Ann Kinzle - CRA is going to paint and put a new facade on TV repair business next to the theatre


Andy Mars - WorldFest Earth Day Celebration May 10, 2008 at Woodley Park.
Phil Merlin - Picked up paper stating LAHNS received grant.  He suggests Board Members post paper wherever possible; L.A. Times Article Reseda and Tarzana are tied for the highest foreclosure rate in the city of Los Angeles.


Mr. Diamond had a question regarding projector and P.A. System

XIII.
Adjournment at 8:26 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker        
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