Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - Board Meeting

Monday April 7, 2008

Reseda Neighborhood Council Office

18341 Sherman Way Suite 102, Reseda, CA 91335

I.
Call To Order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.

II.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Maggie Shumaker

III. Roll Call conducted by Peter Hankwitz.

a. Present at the meeting were Peter Hankwitz, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, David Alvarez, Garth Carlson, D.J. Frank, Kimberly Hill, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin, and Maria Hernandez.  Absent were Faye Nia, Dara Laski, Ann Kinzle and Norma Jean Mijangos.

b. There were 11 in attendance and 4 absent.  Quorum present.

IV.
Introduction of City Employees and other visitors.
Raul Gallardo spoke regarding the graffiti situation.

Peter Hankwitz – suggested, in response to concerns about graffiti, the formation of a sub committee may be formed under the Emergency and Disaster Committee, or under the Planning and Zoning Committee.  Also suggested that the RNC tag on the end of any related construction approval that developers must install some sort of motion control camera system in any new development they build that takes picture of their property.

V.
Review and possible approval of minutes from RNC General Meeting March 17, 2008, and RNC Executive Meeting April 3, 2008.   

RNC General Meeting March 17, 2008 was tabled until next meeting. RNC Executive Meeting April 3, 2008 was approved.

VI.
Public Comment and Announcements.    

Anna Measles will contact Time Warner Cable about repairing incorrect dates on information channel.

VII.
RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A. Peter Hankwitz, Chairman: General Report.
1.
“Discussion of Reseda issues and updates to present at Councilman Zine’s quarterly Chairmen’s meeting”






        Peter Hankwitz has been invited to attend. Board Members suggested items to be brought up to the Councilman are: Why the Councilman voted to raise DWP rates; not to have the DWP raises until such time as they had the annual accounting; What happened to the city plan of using Neighborhood Councils to try to establish emergency disaster block by block for the community; Park West Park areas need to be reseeded; fixing the potholes in Reseda; street sweeping schedule; suggestion to not park on certain streets when there are trash pick ups and street sweeping should occur then; address the graffiti issue; there is a great need for public restrooms at Park West Park.


B.
Faye Nia, Vice Chairman: General report

C.   Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.

Total available funds:



1.   General Account - $84,733.80



2.   RNC Petty Cash -  $997.90



3.   RNC Credit Card - $1,059.79

4. Total - $86,791.49

5. Currently $38,984.44 for projects leaving an available balance of  $49,928.76.

6.
Monies spent since last meeting:  Badges/Name Plates $351.03; Business Cards $952.60; P & Z Stamps $82.00; Mail audit to DONE $2.33; Secretary $250.00; Telephone $85.67; Under payment $5.00; Town Hall meeting $243.58; Golf shirts $381.05; Town Hall Meeting $256.42 for a total of $2,609.68.

7. Submit Committee Requests to the Finance Committee by form or by email by May 19, 2008 for expenditures for 2008, 2009.

D.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary:  General report.  

1. Stakeholder Surveys:  Each Council Member is responsible for a minimum of seven surveys.  He has spreadsheet of completed surveys.  Leave completed surveys in mailbox.

2. Neighborhood Council Board Member Assessment Survey: Each Council Member is responsible to fill out survey and return.  Leave completed surveys in mailbox.

3. Posting Posse Sign Up:  Each council Member is asked to volunteer for a minimum of one location.

Presented a list of the five required posting areas, and a list of other, including the YMCA, Police Station.  




Anna Measles volunteered to post at the Vons at Tampa and Victory.

VIII.
RNC  Committees - Action and General Reports

A. Selection Committee (ad  hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair):
1. General Report - None - 

2. Introduction of New Committee Members: Request to Stakeholders to join Committees. - Faye Nia absent so tabled.

B. Youth Advocacy (Andy Mars, Chair): 
1.   General report - Youth Advocacy Committee has submitted members.  There is a full committee ready as soon as approved.  Next meeting April 16, 2008 at the RNC Office.

C.
Outreach / Public Relations Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair):

1.  General Report - Reported on the Town Hall, majority of Board Members participated.  Approximately 165 people attended.  Actual sign in’s 118 at the door.  Numbers of attendees that heard about the Town Hall meeting from the 7,000 flyers - 24; 7500 RNC Newsletters - 22 people; 800 plus E-mail’s - 14; 60 names were added to the data base. 






                      Healthy Kids Day, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, D.J. Frank, Kimberly Hill, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin attended.  10 - 15 names were added to the database.  Kimberly Hill, Lee Smith, Garth Carlson with the L.A. Housing Service and CRA found six or seven houses on Cribs to participate in the Reseda Community Pride Day.                  
                    Received three estimates for the printed envelopes.

1. Motion from Committee: ”That the RNC shall allocate, not to exceed $400, to cover an outreach mailing for the Reseda Ranch Sign Dedication Ceremony.”
Motion passed with 8 yeas, 1 nay, and 2 abstentions.

D.
Senior Advocacy Committee (Kimberly Hill, Chair):
1. General Report. - Discussed ways to get all the seniors in the area to know about what the One Center and the YMCA has to offer.   
                                      Phil Merlin - He introduced various organizations to come together.   There may be a deal brokered by the RCA Senior Advocacy Committee and two other non profits who are feeling their way towards a cooperative effort in serving seniors.

Anna Measles - there are three convalescent hospitals in the area that might have information regarding seniors.

E.
Emergency Disaster and Safety Committee (David Alvarez, Chair):
General Report - had first meeting on April 1, 2008, discussed some ways of disaster safety by purchasing water bottles with RNC logo on it.   Prior Committee allocated $15,000 for a trailer to store.  City will not allow a City Council to own a vehicle.  A trailer is considered a vehicle.


David Alvarez wants to concentrate emergency disaster safety on individual homes.  

He is going to research things to do in homes to prepare for emergency disaster. Water 1 gal per person minimum of two weeks.  Recommendations for everyone:


Cell phones - Program In Case of Emergency (ICE) in cell phone.

Program local Police Department in cell phone rather than 911 and local Fire Department.

Andy Mars - Consider purchasing additional First Aid Kits with RNC logo on them.



Maria Hernandez announced she is taking the Certs Training Emergency Disaster Class.

F.
Planning and Zoning Committee (DJ Frank, Chair):
1.
General Report – Committee met last week, matters discussed will be put on the Agenda for the next General Meeting.

IX.
Discussion of Senate Bill SB1391 (Padilla), Reforming California’s definition, regulation of recycled water. 
Peter Hankwitz attended a lunch with Senator Padilla.  He requested those involved in the Neighborhood Councils in San Fernando Valley review SB1391, take a position on it, and offer some thoughts.  80 percent of rainwater that falls in the City of Los Angeles goes down the storm drains to the ocean.  There is no collection method in place.

X.
General Event and Other Announcements:

A.
Arbor Day Los Angeles, Saturday May 17, 2008, 10:00 A.M. Griffith Park Center Area.  Tree adoptions, planting workshops, information booths, treats and surprise guests.

B.
Peter Hankwitz read a letter dated March 21, 2008 that he received from Councilman Greig Smith regarding the Neighborhood Council opposing Los Lomas.

C.
Garth Carlson has received an award from the Volunteer Center of Los Angeles for the past Board.  Article is in the newsletter.


D.
Andy Mars - Suggested RNC sponsor specific events for the summer.


E.
Andy Mars - Suggested printing additional envelopes for RNC.


F.
Andy Mars - Suggested printing a tablecloth with the RNC logo on it.
XI.
Unfinished Business.

A.
(Tabled 03-17-08, Agenda Item X] City of Los Angeles Public Works: LADPW Board President Cynthia M. Ruiz encourages residents to let Department of Public Works speakers address neighborhood meetings about specific community services from illegal dumping removals to restoring streetlight outages. Discussion as to extending an invitation for a speaker from the LADPW to address the RNC.

On behalf of the Council Peter Hankwitz will send a formal invitation for a speaker to come and address the Neighborhood Council at a future meeting.

XII.
New Business 

A.
Peter Hankwitz - Finance Committee purpose is to approve whether or not funds are available for an expenditure.  An amendment could be offered to a Motion because of timing that an expenditure is subject to review and approval

Lee Smith - what is the procedure if an item is approved or disapproved?  Should it be reported at the next General Meeting?  

Peter Hankwitz - If there is a retroactive disapproval, suggest disapproval be made known to Committee Chair as well as the Chairman, and Secretary of Council in order to make sure that they do not sign for that expenditure.  


B.
Andy Mars - Suggested RNC sponsor specific events for the summer.


C.
Andy Mars - Suggested printing additional envelopes for RNC.

D.
Andy Mars - Motion by Andy Mars second by D.J. Frank “that the Outreach Committee looks into a customized tablecloth.”  To be taken up at next General Meeting.
E.
Andy Mars - Motion by Andy Mars second by Garth Carlson “to look into customized lanyards that say Reseda Council on them.”  

F.
Andy Mars - Suggested that new yard signs be printed out.

XIII.
Adjournment at 8:29 p.m.

Minutes respectfully submitted by Maggie Shumaker
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