Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - Board Meeting

Monday March 3, 2008

Reseda Neighborhood Council Office

18341 Sherman Way Suite 102, Reseda, CA 91335

I.
Call To Order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.

II.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by David Alvarez

III.
Roll Call conducted by Peter Hankwitz.

1. Present at the meeting were Peter Hankwitz, Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, David Alvarez, Garth Carlson, D. J. Frank, Kimberly Hill, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin, Norma Jean Mijangos.

Absent was Maria Hernandez, Dara Laski, Ann Kinzle

2. There were 11 in attendance and 3 absent.  Quorum present.

IV.
Introduction of City Employees and other visitors.
None.

V.
Review and possible approval of minutes from Board Meeting February 4, 2008, General meeting February 19, 2008, and Executive Meeting February 28, 2008.

Tabled until the General Meeting March 17, 2008.

VI.
RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A. Peter Hankwitz, Chairman: General Report.
B.   Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.

Total available funds:



1.   General Account - $85,966.96



2.   RNC Petty Cash -  $1,883.95



3.   RNC Credit Card - $1,062.29

4. Total - $88,913.20

5. Currently $38,984.44 for projects leaving an available balance of  $49,928.76.

6.
Monies spent since last meeting:  Secretarial Services $500.00; Office Supplies $29.22; La Tortilla Loca $80.00; Kelly Paper $368.59; USPS $82.00; RNC Petty Cash Advance $500.00; Office Depot $351.03 for a Total $2,153.00.

7. Election Expenses: Full page ad in Daily News $599.00; second page $599.00; First full page newsletter $5,069.00; second Council newsletter $6, 365.00; Forum food for $950.00; Miscellaneous expenses $80.00 for a total $1,3661.52.  A document was given to each Committee showing what the budget was when the Committee started, and how much was spent against that budget.  There needs to be a discussion at the next meeting to have $8,661.52 cut out of budget to fill needs.  Received the Neighborhood Council funding report from DONE and there was a charge of $6,365.52, which the print shop did not honor.   Treasurer Lee Smith continues to look into the issue.

8. Finance Committee approved three items 1) $1,000 for paper for newsletter             2) $7,000.00 for median lighting, 3) $500.00 for Reseda Town Hall.

C.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary:  General report.  

1. Stakeholder Surveys:  Each Council Member is responsible for a minimum of seven surveys.  RNC has been asked by DONE to submit 100 total as a minimum by June 30, 2008 to be completed and returned to Cary.  

2. Neighborhood Council Board Member Assessment Survey: Each Council Member is responsible to fill out survey and return it by June 30, 2008.  He needs the survey within the next two weeks.

3. Posting Volunteer Sign Up:  Each council Member is asked to volunteer for a minimum of one location.  Board Members are needed to volunteer to handle one of the required location, or a location near Board Member in order to branch out.  Cary passed out form to fill out.  Friday should be the day for posting for various Committees or General Meetings.

4. Norma Jean Assistant Secretary: Business Cards, Name Tags, Name Plates, and RNC shirts.  Received new nametags and plaques, and 1000 business cards, and T-shirts for people who didn’t already have them.  Each Board Member needs to wear their T-shirts and nametags at the General Meeting and other events.  Business cards can be left in the vault for storage.

VII.
RNC Committees - Action and General Reports

A. Selection Committee (ad hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair):

1.  Committees up and running:  Planning & Zoning, D. J. Frank, Chair; Ann Kinzle, Dara Laski; Outreach and Public Relations, Garth Carlson, Chair, Raul Galardo, Angie Dawson; Disaster & Emergency Services, David Alvarez, Chair, Garth Carlson; Finance and Grant Proposal Lee Smith, Chair, Anna Measles, Phil Merlin; Neighboring Council Liaison Cary Iaccino, Chair, D. J. Frank; Senior Advocacy, Kimberly Hill; Youth Advocacy received Garth’s application; Constitution of By-laws, Anna Measles, John Welsh, D .J. Frank; Economic Development, Ann Kinzle, Chair; Grievance Committee, Anna Measles, Chair; Audit Committee (no chair yet).

B. Youth Advocacy (Andy Mars, Chair): 
Andy Mars - 

1.   On next month’s Youth Advocacy meeting’s agenda they will vote and discuss the $6,000.00 allocated and never spent for music program.

2.   Youth Advocacy Committee is putting together a listing of all youth programs available to children of Reseda.

3.   The Committee is looking into the possibility of putting together a youth fair.

C.
Economic Development (Ann Kinzle, Chair):  

1. General Report

2. Motion from Committee: “Approve of providing funding of $7,000 toward the total cost of proposed center median lighting on Sherman Way between Lindley and Reseda Blvd.”
Peter Hankwitz Discussed technicality; there is only one member of the committee so technically this cannot be a Motion from Committee because Committee is not functioning as there has been no other members appointed.

Ann Kinzle provided a funding request to Finance Committee stating: this was coming from the Economic Development Committee.

Peter Hankwitz read letter from contractor, Thompson Landscape stating total cost of $15,875.00 for the lighting.

Originally three RFP’s sent out, only one contractor responded, Thompson Landscape.

Peter Hankwitz disallowed as valid motion.

D.
Outreach Committee (Garth Carlson, Chair):

1. General Report - Outreach met two times last month.  Discussed newsletter.  Some Board Members have volunteered to deliver newsletter in their neighborhood.  It is possible to get ads on buses at reduced price.  There are 3300 names on database.  Board Members are encouraged to get neighbors names and addresses, email for database

2. Motion from Committee: “Approval of funding from the RNC for the Reseda Town Hall Meeting schedule for March 26, 2008, in association with Councilman Dennis Zine, Revitalize Reseda and the Reseda Chamber of Commerce, not to exceed $500.00.”
Approved 7 yea, 1 nays, 3 abstentions

VIII.
General Event and Other Announcements


A.
Upcoming Reseda Town Hall Meeting at Reseda High School. March 26, 2008

B.
Grayce Liu - Kevin Mc Nealy, head of DONE Funding Department to be issuing email regarding clarification over issues.  A policy will be set to have a designated representative of the Board contact Kevin.  

C.
Grayce Liu - Guidelines for clarification for Application for Funding Requests stating what the money is to be used for, how will it benefit the Neighborhood Council, who else is funding this and what amounts, and to report on how funds were dispersed.  
D.
Peter Hankwitz - On unacceptable purchase Categories and Items Item #2 states “Gifts, grants, and donations of money for goods to individuals or groups (state law prohibits public funds from being given as a gift, contact your advocate or the funding program for more information)”.

RNC has contacted the Project Coordinator and the Funding Program liaison for further information.  It’s important to understand this doesn’t mean contact your advocate or the city to find out how you can skirt state law.

E.
Peter Hankwitz - RNC cannot create items with logos to give to private organizations, only the community.

F.
Peter Hankwitz  - John Welsh did a fantastic job in Witness For The Prosecution at the West Valley Playhouse.

IX.
Unfinished Business.

None.

X.
New Business 

None

XI.
Public Comment, Announcements

Garth Carlson  - UCLA in conjunction with Cal Trans and Metro sponsored a program to walk through Reseda to take pictures of buildings that were put on website, which is up and running.

Member of the Public - wanted a copy of the Minutes.  Also stated that there were two addresses for the meeting on the website.

XII.
Adjournment at 8:43 p.m.
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