       Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - General Meeting

Tuesday February 19, 2008

Canoas Banquet Hall

18136 Sherman Way, Reseda, CA 91335

I. Call to order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:14 pm.

II. Pledge of Allegiance - led by John Welsh.

III. Roll Call.

A.
Present at the meeting were Peter Hankwitz, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, Garth Carlson, D.J. Frank, Kimberly Hill, Maria Hernandez, Ann Kinzle, Phil Merlin, Norma Jean Mijangos.                                          

B. Absent were Faye Nia, Andy Mars, David Alvarez, and Dara Laski.

C. There were 11 in attendance and 4 absent. Quorum present

IV. Introduction of City Employees and other visitors

1.
Dennis Bogard, Deputy for Councilman Zine.

2. Grayce Liu, Project Coordinator, DONE.

3. John Ruiz, Rec. Coordinator Reseda Recreation Center.

V. Review and possible approval of Minutes:  RNC General Meeting, January 22, 2008; RNC Board Meeting, February 4, 2008; and RNC Executive Meeting, February 14, 2008.

Motion passed by unanimous vote.

D.J. Frank’s name misspelled on February 14, 2008 Executive Meeting.  To be revised from D.R. Frank to D.J. Frank.

VI. RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A.
Faye Nia, Vice Chair: New Committee appointments, if any, and presentation of certificates. 

Peter Hankwitz read a letter from Faye Nia, who was absent due to illness.  The letter stated:

1. Constitution and Bylaws Committee should have a scheduled meeting next week.

2. Ms. Nia has been in touch with Grayce Liu to find out the process and procedures by which the current Bylaws can be amended.  She was informed by Ms. Liu that until RNC received approval from the City, RNC is still operationally bound to the earlier version of the By-laws (dated 2003) because they were supposedly approved by the prior Board in early 2007, and not yet approved by the City, they are not yet valid.
3. Ms. Liu has agreed to attend committee meetings to work directly with RNC in amending the By-laws to the extent necessary to remove any ambiguities that have arisen of late.
Peter Hankwitz - Passed out Certificates to newly appointed and confirmed to Committees.  The following appointees received Certificates: Garth Carlson, Disaster & Emergency Services and Community Safety Committee; Norma Jean Mijangos, Outreach &Public Relations Committee; Cary Iaccino, Outreach & Public Relations Committee; Raul Galardo, Outreach & Public Relations Committee; Mr. Diamond, Planning & Zoning Committee; Phil Merlin, Finance & Grant Proposal Committee; Ann Kinzle, Planning & Zoning Committee; John Welsh, Constitution & Bylaws Committee; D.J. Frank, Constitution & Bylaws Committee.
B.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary: General report.
1. Approval of Appointment of Norma Jean Mijangos to Assistant Secretary.  Motion by Cary Iaccino second by Ann Kinzle to accept Norma Jean Mijangos as Assistant Secretary to the Neighborhood Reseda Council.   

Motion passed by unanimous vote.

2. Progress of Secretary handbook - nothing reported.

3. Agenda/Announcement Posting Crew.  Seeking volunteers from the community and the Board to post agendas.

C.
Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.

Total available funds:

1. General Account - $99,283.97

2. RNC Pretty Cash - $1,459.45

3. RNC Stored Value Care - $1,062.29

4. Total $101,508.71

5. Currently $44,508.56 for projects leaving an available balance of $57,300.15

6. Total expenditure for fiscal year (July 2007 through February 2008) is $34,755.86.

7. Finance Committee Report had their monthly meeting.  Three funding requests, a median lighting on Sherman Way between Lindley and Reseda in conjunction with Councilman Zine for $7,000.00.  Outreach and Public Relations Committee, paper for RNC newsletters for $1,000.00, and funding for the Reseda Town Hall meeting to be held on March 26, 2008 for  $500.00.  All three requests were approved. 

8. Spreadsheet will be given out at the Board meeting with balances by committee, which will contain how much money there is to spend in the next four month.

9. Budget will be due in three months.  If any Committees have any plans next year in 2008, 2009 need to submit to Finance Committee to be put on the 2009 budget.

10. RNC will be allocated an additional $50,000.00 on July 1, 2008.

VII. RNC Committees - Action and General Reports.

A.
Constitution and By-laws (D.J. Frank); Report of Committee meeting; RNC elections.

Finance/Grant Proposal (Lee Smith): Advise on Committee’s approval of budget(s) associated with funding requests herein..  No report.

B. Constitution and By-laws (Faye Nia): general report  - No report.

C. Outreach / Public Relations (Garth Carlson)

1. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: Approval to purchase paper for RNC newsletter printing, not to exceed $1,000.00 

Motion approved by unanimous vote.

2.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “Approval from the RNC for the Reseda Town Hall Meeting scheduled for March 26, 2008, in association with Councilman Dennis Zine, Revitalize Reseda and the Reseda Chamber of Commerce, not to exceed $5000.00.”

Motion by Phil Merlin second by Cary Iaccino to table until the upcoming Board Meeting.  Motion passed 7 yeas, 3 nays, and 1 abstention.


D.
Planning and Zoning (D.J. Frank)
1. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “To approve the zone variance of 18856 Roscoe Boulevard to allow the permitting of the existing pole sign and issue a letter of support”.

Motion passed with 8 yeas, 2 nays, 1 abstention.

2. MOTION FROM COMMITTEE: “To approved the issuance of an ABC License for Valley Produce to support the remodeling of 18345 Vanowen to remove existing customer service booth and installation of shelving for display of non refrigerated alcoholic beverages and issue a letter of support.”  / Property: Case #ZA2007-5551 (CUB) Request for conditional use permit to allow sales of alcoholic beverages by Valley Produce Market 18345 Vanowen.  Also removal of interior customer service booth to allow installation of display shelves for alcoholic beverages.

Motion approved by 9 yeas, 1 nays, 1 abstention.

3.
MOTION FROM COMMITTEE:  “To support the extension of business hours at the Chevron Station at 19650 Sherman Way to 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, to not support the issuance of an ABC license to the Chevron Station at 19650 Sherman Way, and to issue a letter stating that.”  / Property Case File #ZA2007-4936 (CUB)-CC - Request for conditional use permit to allow sales of alcoholic beverages by Chevron Convenience store 19650 Sherman Way between the hours of 6AM and 2AM.  Also a request to allow expansion of hours of operation from 7AM to 11Pm to 24 hours per day, 7 days a week.  Motion passed by unanimous vote.

VIII. General Event and Other Announcements

A.
Review of DONE Information bulletin:  “neighborhood Council Self-Assessment.”  RNC will be reviewing more actively at the upcoming Board Meeting.

B. Upcoming Reseda town Hall meeting at Reseda High School, March 26, 2008.  Nothing reported.

C. Reseda Neighborhood Watch meeting.  Thursday February 21, 2008.  Community Room at the West Valley Police Station.  Guest speaker on graffiti issues in Reseda.

1. Raul Gallardo made statement regarding graffiti issue and business owners not feeling safe.

2. Ann Kinzle received call from the City Attorney’s Office regarding cameras.

3. Phil Merlin put a flyer on bulletin board of his complex said $1,000 reward for
 catching graffiti people.  He stated the graffiti stopped.

4. Garth Carlson spoke with Daniel from the West Valley Alliance who said in Council District 3 graffiti was 40 to 50 percent.

XII.
Unfinished Business. 


None.

XIII.
New Business.

Peter Hankwitz - RNC required by By-laws to have an Executive Meeting on the Thursday prior to the General Meeting to set the agenda and other procedural matters.  There was a meeting called on February 14, 2008.  There was no quorum so no business was done.  RNC is not precluded from having a General Meeting if no business can be conducted.

XVI. Public Comment & Announcements 

1.
Grayce Liu’s phone number is (818) 374-6851 - Office                               and (323) 972-7805 (Cell)

She passed out flyer for DONE training this weekend and will cover leadership training, legal issues and funding issues.

She thanked for those who took the Mayor’s Budget Survey.  If you need to take the survey go to www.laneighborhoods.com.

Elections - Need to consider making Amendments to By-laws.  Passed out information on some of the issues regarding By-laws.  

       She passed out Self Assessment for the Board.  Also asking for 100 stakeholder surveys to be gathered by the Neighborhood Council.

2.
Ann Kinzle stated she will notify the Board when she is to have surgery. 

XVII. Adjournment 8:41 pm
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