Minutes of the Reseda Neighborhood Council - Board Meeting

Monday February 4, 2008

Reseda Neighborhood Council Office

18341 Sherman Way Suite 102, Reseda, CA 91335

I.
Call To Order - Chairman, Peter Hankwitz, called meeting to order at 7:02 p.m.

II.
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Phil Merlin.

III.
Roll Call conducted by Peter Hankwitz.

1. Present at the meeting were: Peter Hankwitz, Faye Nia, Cary Iaccino, Lee Smith, Anna Measles, David Alverez, Garth Carlson, D. J. Frank, Kimberly Hill, Ann Kinzle, Andy Mars, Phil Merlin, Norma Jean Mijangos.  Absent were: Maria Hernandez and Dara Laski.  There were13 in attendance and 2 absent.  Quorum present.

IV.
Introduction of City Employees and other visitors.  None.

V.
Review and possible approval of minutes from January 22, 2007.  Tabled until the General Meeting, as some Board Members did not receive the Minutes by email.  Next General Meeting to be held on Tuesday, February 19, 2008.

VI.
RNC Officers - Action and General Reports.

A. Peter Hankwitz, Chairman: Special Presentation.

Ann Kinzle was presented with an award for 27 years of service to the community of Reseda.

B. Faye Nia, Vice Chairman: General report.  An email was sent to Committee Chairs requesting appointees from the committees.  An application is being finalized that will be going to the public and inviting them to participate in the various committees.  The process for submitting committee appointees: send Faye Nia names of appointees.  The names will then be sent to the Selection Committee to confirm or deny the appointees.  After confirmations are completed the names will be announced at the next General Meeting.  Andy Mars - Asked if the list of appointees should be kept small to begin with and then expand gradually? Faye Nia - Answered that the process is ongoing to the extent the Selection Committee sees at least three members including the Chair.  D.J. Frank - Suggested getting at least three names in case one person doesn’t attend.  Andy Mars - Asked if the appointees are expected to be at a General Meeting for acceptance?
 Peter Hankwitz - Answered once appointed and confirmed by the Selection Committee the appointees must appear at whatever the next meeting of the full Board is.  Anna Measles - Asked as Chair of Grievance Committee does she have to select somebody now or can she wait? 

Peter Hankwitz - Answered as the Chair of the Grievance Committee she can wait.  Rania Sims - Asked how can the appointee contact the Committee?  Peter Hankwitz - Answered the appointee can directly contact the Chair of the particular committee.  Miss Redding - Stated she received an email from Garth Carlson to contact RNC if interested in joining a committee

Peter Hankwitz - Answered to send it to the general email address for the RNC, which will be delivered to the Chair to be forwarded to the Committee Chair.

C. Lee Smith, Treasurer:  General report.


Total available funds:



1.
General Account - $99,659.90



2.
RNC Petty Cash -  $1,627.37



3.
RNC Credit Card - $1,062.29

4.        Total - $102,349.56

5. Currently $44,536.54 for projects leaving an available balance of  $57,813.02

6.
Monies spent since last meeting: Supplies $41.00; Lease $7,644.00; La Tortilla for January & February meetings $160.00; AT&T $84.00.  Total of $7,929.00.

7. Lee Smith will be out of town next week so requests need to be submitted by Friday.  After Friday submit to Secretary, Cary Iaccino to have agenda posted on February 13, 2008.

8. Finance Committee approved two items 1) $200.00 to Parks & Rec’s Winter Solstice 2) $500.00 for First Aide Kits for the Girl Scouts.

D.
Cary Iaccino, Secretary:  General report; Discussion and Consideration by all Council Members to volunteer to post 1 agenda, before each meeting, at a public place; General discussion on Agenda procedures.
1. Cary Iaccino stated he is continuing to organize the office and file cabinet.

2. Cary Iaccino stated he posted all the agendas last week in order to see the process   He suggested increasing postings in Reseda by Board volunteers.  A map showing all areas of current postings was presented.

3. D.J. Frank  - Suggested posting at the One Center, Library and Albertsons.

4. Phil Merlin - Stated he can post 4 sheets at the Library and 3-4 sheets at the City Council Office.  He suggested spreading out the postings of the 11 committees.

5. Garth Carlson - Stated he only had to post 4 agendas in the last five years.

6. Peter Hankwitz – Stated: More members of the community need to get involved.

7. Andy Mars - Suggested staggering the agendas when posting.

VII.
RNC Committees - Action and General Reports

A. Selection Committee (ad hoc) (Faye Nia, Chair):  Introduction of New Committee Chairpersons and Members; request to Stakeholders to join Committees, distribution of application.

Peter Hankwitz -


1.  There has been a clarification by the city that the Council is disallowed from offering donations, gifts, money, supplies, etc. to any private organization.  For example, the Girl Scouts is a private organization, and cannot receive money or gifts directly from RNC.

2.  RNC Grants and Proposals Committee’s purpose is for the Council to apply for grants - not to accept requests for grants.  

3.  DONE is working on a process that will possibly allow RNC to offer grants.

Any Mars - Asked the question if it would be appropriate for members of the public to donate money to an organization at the recommendation or suggestion or approval of RNC? 

Peter Hankwitz - Answered he didn’t think that posed a problem, but would have to get into the specifics to make sure RNC is in compliance.

Phil Merlin - Regarding gifts and donations - can RNC pay for tickets for YMCA Pancake Breakfast to distribute to the community?

Peter Hankwitz - Answered he did not think RNC would be able to pay for the tickets because it is a private organization, but he would have to get a clarification.

D.J. Frank - Asked if the pens and clips that are given away at the meetings were a
 violation?


Garth Carlson - Answered the pens were for advertising purposes.


Peter Hankwitz - Answered the pens are given out to the public.

B. Youth Advocacy (Andy Mars, Chair):  Discussion and Consideration to contribute, ex post facto, $200.00 as payment for service rendered to the Reseda Parks and Recreation Center for the multi-cultural Winter Solstice Event held on December 14, 2008 subject to the RNC having a presence at the event; the RNC was afforded a booth at the event.  

Andy Mars - Stated $200.00 had been voted and approved for Reseda Parks and Rec’s Center for the Winter Solstice Event.  A booth was provided for RNC.

Motion by Andy Mars, second by Garth Carlson; out of Committee for $200.00 to be spent on Parks and Rec’s Winter Solstice Event, subject to their provision of a booth for RNC, subject to proper invoices.

Motion passed by unanimous vote.

Amendment to Motion by Ann Kinzle, second by D.J. Frank, motion is subject to proper invoicing procedure.

Amendment passed by unanimous vote.

Phil Merlin - He reported he, D.J. Frank, and Garth Carlson attended the Winter Solstice Event at the One Center 300 people attended.  Christmas presents were presented to every kid who attended.  Santa Claus made an appearance.  RNC was able to meet with a number of people at the booth.  He recommended that Board Members attend this event next year because it was a charming show.

Peter Hankwitz  - A concern was pointed out by a member of the community that the Board is disallowed as a body from making any financial decisions because this is a Board Meeting not a General Meeting.  After conversations with the City Attorney’s Office, the Project Coordinator, and after review of the By-laws and the DONE Charter that the concern would be correct if the Board was an Executive Committee advising the Board.  However, as a full Board, properly noticed, properly agendized, and is an item for discussion with members of the public present, the Board is allowed to make financial decisions.

In addition, a concern by a member of the community was received in writing that RNC’s decision to take financial action would be a violation of the Brown Act.  Clarification: the Brown Act is in place to prevent the Board from acting in a sneaky manner.  The Brown Act requires that we consider everything public in meetings and have full disclosure.

C. Economic Development (Ann Kinzle, Chair):  Discussion and possible approval of providing funding of $7,000.00 toward the total cost of proposed center median lighting on Sherman Way between Lindly and Reseda Boulevard. 



                                          Ann Kinzle - Councilman Zine stated that whatever the CRA is paying for should also be contributed to by the Neighborhood Council before he will approve it.  He wants to see the plans.  

One bid for the center median lighting was received.  CRA uses this company for many projects for the city.

This matter has been submitted to the Finance Committee Chair for approval.

VIII.
Unfinished Business.

A
Discussion and possible approval of a Community Impact Statement in response to the Los Angeles City Council’s recent action related to Recommendation #3 of the Neighborhood Council Review Commission’s Final Report, September 25, 2007. “The City shall facilitate the filing of Council files by neighborhood councils when submitted by three neighborhood councils.  This shall be a two-year pilot project and it shall be evaluated.”

Peter Hankwitz - Stated that this is the verbatim of NCRC’s report, not necessarily what was recently approved by the Council.  RNC has asked various city departments to look into the issues of the potential requirement for Board Members to file Form 700 Conflict of Interest Statement, which is a State form that has been adopted by City employees.  It’s a Statement of Income, Statement of Conflicts of Interests, Investments, etc. that could impact the City Ordinance or other financial aspects of the City’s business, and members that had the ability to offer such council files, and get them on the actual City Council agenda should be held to the same requirements as City Council members and other city employees.  Peter Hankwitz stated he had to fill out Form 700.  He urged the Board to read the articles delivered and to look into this matter on line, and contact him directly, and he will request further specific information.


Motion by Ann Kinzle, second by Phil Merlin; take no action at this time until further clarification is obtained.  


Motion passed by unanimous vote.

B.
Anna Measles - Wanted to know what’s going on with the website?    Peter Hankwitz - Answered that the website is too difficult to update and work properly.  He has a meeting set with Jim Henson, web master, to discuss the website.  He requested that anybody on the Board or in the community who has knowledge or access to a good web designer to contact him.

IX.
New Business 

A.
Peter Hankwitz - If a motion is coming out of committee it needs to be stated in the report to be listed as such on the Agenda.

B.
Peter Hankwitz - Submit any articles for the newsletters about events in the community.

C.
Garth Carlson - Newsletters have been folded except for 500 Spanish.  He thanked Norma Jean who helped sort and fold the newsletters.  Norma Jean has volunteered to deliver newsletters on her block.  If any other Board member wants to deliver in their neighborhood, let Garth how many they might need.

Advise Garth of any business or location to distribute newsletters to.

D. D.J. Frank - Wanted to know when the business cards would be arriving?

Peter Hankwitz - Answered this problem is being rectified at the present time, and the cards should be arriving shortly.

X.
Public Comment, Announcements

A.
Rania Sims - She stated that robberies are being committed at nursery schools when purses are left in the car when parents go inside the school to collect their children.

B.
Rania Sims - Discussed emergency preparedness classes, brought flyers on classes.  

Phil Merlin - Suggested leaving the emergency preparedness flyers at the Reseda Library, One Center, and Council Office.  
Raul Gallardo- Wanted to know where he could pick up forms for joining the Committees, and the criteria involved?  Suggested that Miss Ann Kinzle be referred to as Miss Reseda.

Peter Hankwitz - Answered the forms can be picked up at the RNC office, and that the criteria is clearly stated on the forms.

XI.
Adjournment at 8:29 p.m.
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